
 

 

 Affidavit of Pre-CITES Rosewood Status 
 
LMI has decades of experience legally importing a variety of ‘exotic’ wood species for 
the instrument making market. Our standards for Lacey Act and CITES treaty 
compliance are well known and we have acted as consultants to many of our 
customers and other suppliers on these matters. 
 
In October of 2016, the CITES congress issued new rules regarding Dalbergia 
(Rosewood) species. Briefly, all Rosewoods(along with Bubinga) are now are listed 
under Appendix II unless already listed under Appendix I. LMI is prepared to offerour 
customers unparalleled accuracy and all necessary documents and resources for 
compliance to the treaty, which goes into effect on 1/2/2017. 
 
Of course, most of the Dalbergia products we have received prior to 2017 (“pre-CITES”) 
did not require CITES import documentation. These woods have been carefully identified 
and isolated, so that they are not mixed with the “post-CITES” 
materials we will receive after 1/2/2017. This document pledges the strictest 
adherence to these procedures by LMI. 
 
All the Dalbergia products LMI receives after 1/2/2017 (“post-CITES”) will be identified 
with a 6 digit number, possibly followed by a serial number, which we can use to 
accurately trace the material to the precise shipment it was received on and the 
corresponding CITES documents. Copies of these documents can be furnished to the 
customer, on an as-needed basis. 
 
 
LMI will charge a $30 processing fee with exceptions for bulk orders. In order to receive 
the correct CITES document, the customer must provide the invoice number and serial 
number corresponding to that particular piece of wood. LMI keeps customer invoice 
information on file for no longer than 2 years. This paperwork is only available to 
support as specific exportation or investigation. That is, it is not available pre-
emptively. 
 



 

 

All of our customer’s invoices will state the serial number for all post-CITES 
Dalbergia products sold after 2017 and all Dalbergia pieces, except in cases of a bulk 
quantity orders, will have a corresponding sticker on the individual 
piece. If this serial number is absent from the invoice, or if it contains ‘PRECITES’ 
as part of the serial number, than one can confidently regard the material received 
as “pre-CITES”. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
J. Chris Herrod 
 
Sales Manager, Luthiers Mercantile, Int’l 
chris@lmii.com / www.lmii.com 
1-800-477-4437 ext. 204 
7975 Cameron Dr. Bldg. 1600 
Windsor, Ca. 95492 
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