
 

 

  
How to Comply With the 

New CITES Rosewood Ruling 
 
1) Purchase only from companies who keep on file the CITES import permit paperwork for all relevant 
wood species. They should be able to accurately link any particular piece of wood to the corresponding 
import permits etc. 
 
2) If you are exporting your instruments from one country to another, you will need to get a copy of the 
CITES import paperwork for your application. If the wood you have purchased is “pre-CITES” (was 
originally imported by your supplier before the new ruling) then you can submit an affidavit, including 
an affidavit from your supplier, in addition to your invoice for that particular wood purchase. 
 
3) All of your wood should be carefully inventoried. Photos are often helpful. Make sure you can trace 
any particular wood piece to a particular invoice and/or import permit. 
 
4) If you are exporting an instrument with Rosewood parts, or other CITES regulated species, no matter 
how small (i.e. bridge pins!) then you will need to apply for a CITES re-export permit for each 
shipment. In most cases this will cost (at least) $100 and may take up to 3 months to process. Once 
again, this must occur for each shipment. Here is a link to the form, from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Department website:  
https://www.fws.gov/international/pdf/permitapplication-form-3-200-32-export-re-export-of-plants.pdf.  
 
If you live outside the United States, you will need to contact the relevant agency in your country for 
permit information. 
 
5) LMI can provide an affidavit statement for pre-CITES wood at no charge by email. With some 
exceptions, there is $30 charge to receive a copy of the CITES permit for post-CITES wood. You must 
be able to provide the invoice number for your purchase along with the serial number for the particular 
piece of post-CITES wood in order to get a permit. LMI will provide this paperwork only to support you 
during specific export or investigation. That is, we do not provide paperwork preemptively. LMI keeps 
invoice information on file for no longer than 2 years. Please file your invoices carefully. 
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