
 

 

  

The New CITES Ruling   

Some Explanations. 

CITES is an international organization that regulates the import and export of plant and animal 
species and materials in order to protect endangered species. Their rulings are legally binding in all of 
the 182 countries who participate. It is CITES, for example, that strictly prohibits the import and export 
of elephant ivory. There are three “Appendices” with Appendix I being used for the most stringent 
protections (Ivory, Brazilian Rosewood) and Appendices II and III being less stringent. 

During their recent congress, the CITES body moved all Dalbergia species (Rosewoods of every kind) 
to Appendix II unless the specie was already on Appendix I. Other guitar woods are already at 
Appendix II, the most common one being Honduran (or “genuine”) Mahogany. 

All woods listed on CITES Appendices require CITES import / export permits and related fees and 

forms in order to get the wood over any international border. This is why LMI does not sell Mahogany 

blanks internationally. However, with Mahogany and some other CITES listed materials, there is an 

‘annotation’ on the ruling which allows for exceptions and exclusions to the import/export 

restrictions. For this reason, we are able to sell a pre-carved Mahogany neck to an international 

customer, but not a rectangular neck blank. We can sell mahogany kerfing, but not an electric guitar 

body blank or bracewood blank.  
 

The new ruling for Rosewood is different as there are no similar annotations. So unfortunately, 

when the new CITES ruling took effect on 1/4/2017 we and other wood sellers were no longer able 

to feasibly retail any Rosewood part internationally, worked or un-worked unless annotations are 

added to the listing. This includes Indian Rosewood, which unlike most of the other Rosewood species, 

has been harvested and exported with great care and oversight by the Indian government and in many 

cases, by third-party certifiers like FSC (Forest Stewardship Council).  

Why include Indian Rosewood along with other Rosewoods (which are threatened)? By lumping all the 

Rosewoods together it removes the responsibility of customs officials from having to distinguish 

between the different species of Rosewood, which can often be very difficult. Misrepresenting 

Rosewood species (calling Cocobolo ‘Indian Rosewood’ for example) has been a common method of 

smuggling. 

 



 

 

Are Rosewoods really endangered? Recently, the Guardian reported that “Rosewood is the world’s 

most trafficked wild product, according to the UN Office of Drugs and Crime, accounting for a third 

of all seizures by value, more than elephant ivory, pangolins, rhino horn, lions and tigers put together.” 

Our experience confirms this. We are regularly offered various Rosewoods for purchase. Often our 

questions to these sellers about legality paperwork are ignored. Or we are shown paperwork that looks 

shoddy at first glance or upon closer investigation shows to be a crafty forgery. The market is rife with 

dishonesty, even within established businesses that enjoy a positive reputation in the United States. 

Indian Rosewood has always been the welcome exception, and so once again, we regret that it has to be 

grouped with the other species of Rosewood.   

 

Looking forward, it appears the possibility for an annotation that would make finished products exempt 

is a possibility, but it is only a very dim one. One of the most troubling ramifications of the ruling is that 

without such an annotation, the import and export of finished instruments with Rosewood 

components will be affected.  

 

We are a looking at the possibility of doing the paperwork and paying the fees necessary for legal export 

of an LMI order containing Rosewood, though we are not optimistic that this will be feasible on a retail 

basis due to the expense and lengthy turn-around times.  We do know that our regular import of 

Indian Rosewood should be unimpeded and our sales within the United States should continue as 

normal.  

 

Please note that citizens of the United States are legally obligated to determine the legality of the woods 

they buy themselves, and legality includes compliance with CITES import and export regulations.  For 

this reason, once again, we urge consumers to buy only from reputable sources who have established a 

Lacey Act compliance program. Avoid eBay and second-hand sales of woods. Avoid buying wood you 

suspect of having illegal origin or having violated the laws of the United States or any other country in 

the harvest, handling, export or import. The onus for determining legality (“due diligence”) falls on 

the end consumer (you!). This is true for any wood.  
 

How government agencies do at processing the paperwork is just filtering in. Keep in mind, that they too 

had this sprung on them and have had little time to establish protocol.  

 

This statement gives a summation based on the best of our knowledge, but could be updated in the 

future.  

 

 

Here are some links for further information: 

 

CITES Amendment of Appendixes (The Rosewood ruling is on page 38):  

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2016/May/wildlife-crime-assessed-globally-for-the-first-time-in-new-unodc-report.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2016/May/wildlife-crime-assessed-globally-for-the-first-time-in-new-unodc-report.html


 

 

 

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/cop/17/Proposals_for_amendment_of_Appendices_I_II.pdf 

 

Environmental Investigation Agency Briefing: https://eia-international.org/wp-
content/uploads/Part-III_EIA-Briefing-on-Timber-for-CITES-COP17_Jul-

29-2016.pdf 

 

CITES CoP17 Doc 62:  https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/cop/17/WorkingDocs/E-CoP17-62-R1.pdf 

 

CITES Provisional agenda and working documents: https://cites.org/eng/cop/17/doc/index.php 

 

 

J. Chris Herrod 

 

Sales Manager, Luthiers Mercantile, Int’l 

chris@lmii.com / www.lmii.com 

1-800-477-4437 ext. 204 

7975 Cameron Dr. Bldg. 1600 

Windsor, Ca. 95492 

 

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/cop/17/Proposals_for_amendment_of_Appendices_I_II.pdf
https://eia-international.org/wp-content/uploads/Part-III_EIA-Briefing-on-Timber-for-CITES-COP17_Jul-29-2016.pdf
https://eia-international.org/wp-content/uploads/Part-III_EIA-Briefing-on-Timber-for-CITES-COP17_Jul-29-2016.pdf
https://eia-international.org/wp-content/uploads/Part-III_EIA-Briefing-on-Timber-for-CITES-COP17_Jul-29-2016.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/cop/17/WorkingDocs/E-CoP17-62-R1.pdf
https://cites.org/eng/cop/17/doc/index.php
mailto:chris@lmii.com
../../../Documents%20and%20Settings/cherrod/Desktop/www.lmii.com

